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Europe, I shall be absolved from all blame. And seeing
that Switzerland is a neutral territory and a non-aggressive
nation, there is all the more reason why Switzerland should
not need an army. Secondly, it is through your hospitality
and by reason of your occupying the vantage ground that
you have all nationals coming to you. It should be possible
for you to give to the world a lesson in disarmament and
show that you are brave enough to do without an army.
Qj, How could a disarmed neutral country allow other
nations to be destroyed? But for our army which was
waiting ready at our frontier during the last war we should
have been ruined.
A. At the risk of being considered a visionary or a
fool I must answer this question in the only manner I know.
It would be cowardly of a neutral country to allow an
army to devastate a neighbouring country. But there are
two ways in common between soldiers of war and soldiers
of non-violence, and if I had been a citizen of Switzerland
and a President of the Federal State, what I would have
done would be to refuse passage to the invading army by
refusing all supplies. Secondly, by re-enacting a Thermo-
pylae in Switzerland, you would have presented a living
wall of men and women and children, and inviting the
invaders to walk over your corpses. You may say that
such a thing is beyond human experience and endurance.
I say that it is not so. It was quite possible. Last year in
Gujarat women stood lathi charges unflinchingly, and in
Peshawar thousands stood hails of bullets without resorting
to violence. Imagine these men and women staying in
front of an army requiring a safe passage to another
country. The army would be brutal enough to walk over
them, you might say. I would then say, you will still have
done your duty by allowing yourself to be annihilated.
An army that dares to pass over the corpses of innocent
men and women would not be able to repeat that experi-
ment. You may, if you wish, refuse to believe in such courage
on the part of the masses of men and women, but then
you would have to admit that non-violence is made of
sterner stuff. It was never conceived as a weapon of the
weak, but of the stoutest hearts.

